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Agenda

13:00 – 13:05 Welcome
Introduction to the event.

13:05 – 14:00 Panellist presentations and general Q&A
Brief overview of our speakers’ career journeys.

14:00 – 14:25 Q&A Session 1
A chance to ask panellists questions in Breakout Rooms.

14:30 – 14:55 Q&A Session 2
A chance to ask panellists questions in Breakout Rooms.

Dan O’Neill
Materials Scientist
Bentley Motors

At university I was convinced that I wanted to do a 
completely different job. When I stumbled upon an advert 
for Bentley I realised I never knew my dream job existed! I 
now work in the Quality Laboratory, using science to test a 
whole range of car parts to check they are robust enough for 
use in a Bentley.

Molly Allington
Co-Founder
Albotherm Ltd

While still at the University of Bristol I led the commercial 
development of a novel polymer technology, taking part in 
the ICURe course which led to myself and my co-founder 
starting Albotherm Ltd. Since then I have been leading 
Albotherm’s fundraising efforts to successfully close the 
company’s first fundraising round.

Joe Staddon
Science Graduate
Johnson Matthey

Before joining the Johnson Matthey graduate scheme, I 
spent a year researching and studying at The University of 
Western Australia and interned for a summer at Thermo 
Fisher Scientific. At Johnson Matthey I have been involved 
in lab-scale research, business development and start-up 
engagement, all with a focus on sustainable technologies.

Mike Czerniak
Environmental Solutions Manager
Edwards Vacuum

After gaining a PhD at the University of Manchester, I have 
worked all my career in the semiconductor industry, from 
fundamental research, through high volume manufacturing, 
to global market development. I currently research 
atmospheric emissions from the semiconductor industry and 
am a lead author on the IPCC.

Maddie Brooks
Senior Policy & Regulation Analyst
EDF Renewables

Since graduating I have completed a 2-year commercial 
graduate scheme at EDF Energy and then joined EDF 
Renewables. I have worked on onshore wind, solar, storage 
and EV projects and have recently started a new role as a 
policy and regulations analyst where I will be working to 
influence some key sustainability policy decisions.
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Matt Harper
Senior Process Chemist
Syngenta

After a PhD in catalysis and organometallic chemistry, 
I joined Syngenta as a process chemist specialising in 
physical organic chemistry. My role involves delving into the 
mechanisms of reactions to gain an understanding of and 
solve difficult synthetic steps.

Leyla Lugal
Environmental Consultant
Eunomia Research & Consulting Ltd

I joined Eunomia fresh out of university – out of over 300 
applicants, two of us were hired. I have now been at Eunomia 
for about three years and have been promoted twice. My 
work is diverse, challenging and rewarding. My role involves 
research, modelling and project management in areas such 
as environmental policy and plastic market dynamics.

“AT UNIVERSITY I WAS CONVINCED 

THAT I WANTED TO DO A 

COMPLETELY DIFFERENT JOB.”
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Arman Djalai
Corporate & Commercial Banking Graduate
Santander UK

After leaving university I still didn’t know what I wanted to 
do. Through the graduate scheme, I have worked in widely 
varying roles from working with data, providing daily 
reporting on the bank’s loan book to the CEO during the 
pandemic, to working with customers, funding projects for 
businesses in the energy, renewables, and industrials sectors. 

Duncan Leng
Junior Data Scientist
Mango Solutions

I’m a junior data science consultant for a smallish firm. 
Our mission is to empower organisations to make better 
decisions with data science and advanced analytics. It is a 
fun role with lots of variation, and one where you genuinely 
see the value you add.

Eloise Hicketts
Investor
HG Capital

While at university I undertook internships in finance (J. P. 
Morgan and Deutsche Bank) and consulting. I took a year 
out to study Mandarin in Hangzhou, China, and then joined 
OC&C, a strategy consulting firm, working across several 
international offices. In October I joined a private equity 
firm focussing on technology investment.

Caitlin Bromfield
Policy Analyst
Ofgem

I work at the Office of Gas and Electricity Markets (Ofgem), 
which is the energy regulator for the UK. Our role is to drive 
forward decarbonisation, enable competition in the energy 
markets and protect vulnerable consumers. My role in the 
European Markets team is to facilitate Ofgem’s relationship 
with Europe.

Tumi Edun
Consultant
Sopra Steria

Being on the graduate scheme has given me the opportunity 
to be in a variety of roles from marketing to HR. I really 
enjoy this flexibility early on in my career as it gives me the 
opportunity to explore my options and narrow down in the 
future.

Beatrice Cattoz
Technologist
Infineum UK Ltd

I am currently a technologist within the Product Innovation 
and Engineering department. The main project I lead 
focusses on developing new polymeric additives for engine 
oils to improve durability. I am also involved with academic 
collaborations; the company funds 50+ UK PhDs and 
postdocs. Before joining I completed a 3.5-year postdoc.

Ben Gresham
Teacher of Science
Hatcham College

I graduated in 2015 and took a gap year, working as a gym 
manager and travelling. I then went to UCL to study a PGCE 
(also applied to Bristol and Oxford), before working in an 
inner-London school for three years. I then moved to Abu 
Dhabi and returned here in December.

Chris Pratt
Associate Director
Osborne Clarke LLP

After graduating in 2006, I trained and qualified as a 
solicitor, and am now an intellectual property (IP) lawyer 
specialising in advising life sciences and technology 
companies on patent litigation. Cases in which I have been 
involved cover a wide range of subject matter from Apple’s 
smartphone patents to Pfizer’s vaccine technology.
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Anna Merelie
UK&I Ecommerce Supply Chain Manager
Unilever

I joined Unilever on the Supply Chain Graduate Scheme in 
September 2017.  Over the next three and a half years I did 
six different placements, ranging from working on global 
transformation projects in London to managing operators in 
the PG Tips factory in Manchester.  I have now rolled off the 
scheme as UK Ecommerce Supply Chain Manager.

David Sale
Leading Process Chemist
Syngenta

After Bristol, I undertook a postdoc at Scripps in San 
Diego and started at Syngenta in 2011. I applied physical 
organic chemistry sciences to understand development and 
implementation of production processes. My roles have 
involved scientific, people and project leadership across the 
UK and Switzerland.

Sanjee Panditharatne
Rating Programmer
Admiral Group Plc

I chose Chemical Physics as it was such a broad topic and 
what I enjoyed most was the computational side. This led me 
to land the role at Admiral. It’s focussed around database 
management: editing and changing the details of the rating 
structure to keep the company competitive. 

“I’VE BEEN INVOLVED FROM 
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ADD.”
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